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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church- Dallas, Texas

at 9

Ascension, May 17th: Dinner at 6 PM, Service at 7 PM
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ast Sunday, on my way home from church, | found myself
listening to National Public Radio and specifically to a new
about what happened to all the oil that spilled into the Gulf
Mexico two years ago. An environmental engineer from LS
explaining that much of the oil had been devoured by baotélians
of onecell, odeating microbes. Although the oil which immediately
erupted out of the seafloor was very destrudtillimg thousands of
birds, as well as many fish and mamuttasoil that finally reached th
shoreline, by now degraded by the bacteria, has proved to be not
dangerous and likely not to have any lasting effects on t
environment.

Now, remember this is NPR, not Rush Limbaugh or Fox
or the "Friends of Big Oil" Newsletter. Here are they 5 v q
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concluding paragraphs of the reporter's story:

"What should we do about all that oil? Political

leaders were pushing scientists hard for an angwear!

- some technwizardry to get rid of it all. The
answer wasénothing.

"The marsh habitat is delicateomping all over

it will make things worse. Leave it to the
microbes. And after a flurry of beach clean up
and bird rescue, and as hard as it is to do nothi
in a crisis, that's what they did. The sweepers
gone now, the fires are out, the microbes are
continuing to enjoy an extended free lunch."

We all remember the news coverage of the Gulf "

Spill. It was like the Iranian hostage cresisry day
waking up to being told how many days after the
initial oil spill it was and learning that yet another
attempt by scientists and engineers to solve the
problem had failedthe oil just kept coming. As it

turned out, the best course of action, in the words &
the National Public Radio reporter, was to do notlj Q

Nature's own bacteria took care of it.

Go back in time about 2,750 years to Jerusalem,
capital of Judah. Jud
north, Israel, has formed an alliance with one of

Judah's bitterest enemies, Syria. The king of Jud
Ahaz, and the people of Judah were understand

very afraid. "The heart of Ahaz and the heart of

people shook as the trees of the forest shake befq
the wind" (Is 7:2). What should Judah do? What
should Ahaz do? What Ahaz was tempted to do
alas, eventually did) was cut a deal with the heath
nation of Assyria. But before he did, God sent hig
prophet Isaiah to tell him not to do such a faithles
thing. After all, God had promised to protect His

people. What would it say about God if His peopl
went begging to pagans for protection? Here's
God said to Ahaz, "Be careful, be quiet, do not fe;
and do not let your heart be faint." God Himself
would deal with Judah's enemies, Isaiah said. Bl
you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at

all." (The English translation does its best to conye

the play on the Hebrew word for faith, which can
mean both to believe and to stand.)

D

In other words, "Do nothing." In the midst of this
crisis, you, Ahaz, are tempted to take action, to dq
ethittgensure your nation's security, to protect
yourself from attack, even if tisatmethiisgto become
\ilies with @ Ragag coynly.” Byt Gods Weyd to A
Is, "Don't just do something, stand there."
Faith in Christ is doing nothing but "standing therg
simply standing in Christ's forgiveness, standing g
is promises, standing under God's grace. As ead
at sounds in theory, it's the hardest thing for our
naturally legalistic hearts to do. In fact, it's Imposs

n

j8Y)

The readers of this newsletter are presumably
Di utherans. We of all people know that salvation is
faith alone in Christ alone. And yet we're just as q
everybody else at denying this in practice. If
confronted with a sin, what do we do? We make
excuses. We get defensive. We point to things w
do to make up for it or we blame someone else fo
hat we did or failed to do or we compare ourselv
gwers and say we're at least better than they are
contend that the sin wasn't really a sin or not that
in the scheme of the things or we relax in clichés |
th‘l’ﬁobody‘s perfect” or "God's big enough to let that
3Re®s." Weehave &nSnfinitec8phciy¥d? ithaginik
ways ofloing somethbmut our sins. And all of theg
afbsponses to the Law are the opposite of faith, thd
. b’pposite of hoping in a promise outside of ourselv
INo, we hatdopingyhich is to leave the solution in
P'Someone Else's hands. We will, in fact, go to the
of the earth to avoid actuallging nothiagtually
a8@mitting, "I sinned. And there's nothing | can say
&y defense and there's nothing | can do to make
for it. | am without excuse and any hope in mysel

| myself am guilty of the same faithlessness. | ha
own sins about which | get defensive rather than
V\,ﬂg}ply admit as sins and leave to my gracious Go
orgive for Jesus' sake. What a miracle faith is! H
hard it is to "be careful" and not try to make up for
£ Ol sins. But Christ's death and resurrection reall

S
=

ycuses for ourselves. But Christ's Word of
orgiveness really is enough. How hard it is not tg
and grow faint about death and the Day of Judgm
But Christ really is our refuge and strength.
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enough. How hard it is to "be quiet" and not make
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Is there any greater witness to the work of the Holyb u t
Spirit than that in the face of our own wickedness) ifeave it to Christ!

the face of a lifetime of sinning, of deserving nothi

death and hell we

q:’astor Brent McGuire
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n Ji
hen [Jesus] said to
¢ written about me in the Law of Moses and
Prophets and the Ps
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
them, oO0Thus it is writ
the third day rise from the dead, and that repentan
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his ng
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witne
things. And behold, | am sending the promise of n
you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with

high. 6

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and liftin
he blessed them. While he blessed them, he partg
was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped h
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were co
temple blessing (Goke 24:4463, ESV)

This is the Gospel reading for the Feast of the
Ascension of Our Lord. This year the Ascension f3
on Thursday, May 17t h.
celebrate the Ascension of Jesus into heaven on thi
actual day itself. At 6:00 p.m. there will be a meal,
sponsored by the Senior Youth as a fundraiser fof

Higher Things trip. Following this, at 7:00 p.m., the

will be a festival Divine Service.

The season of Lent has a certain order to it, movin
from Ash Wednesday thr

some other readings, until finally everything clima
with Passion Sunday, Holy Week, and finally mov

to the Feast of the Resurrection. The Easter seas rq

functions much the same way. In fact, Holy Week
Easter, and the days celebrated within it are somgq
the most ancient traditions within the churghd one
of only two portions o

spoke to you while | was still with you, that

ast@ad be celebrated!

't‘tﬂ@%

RL
Y& Fsrtléol%'(m Acts 1:3) that Jesus was with the
PAEiple8 Y a0 days following His resurrection. So, 40

folotvseamhistodcd@l kheosodogydtiheethanlyeingny

tdebate about how to put Easter on the calendar
&he eady chmrels ibut theee wds ndvdr a douibetitht i

W|thttmsapllactiée,qh%n, &J:he( tﬁe%élebrﬁti not |

nts following Easter: the Ascension and
st. These days have particular importanc
e time they occurred geester. Luke

Ae'foﬂ

0

days after Easter, we celebrate the Ascension. This

) patteenhaindld (both years and days) appears numerous
ed fiomteesnandn t he Scri pturejs (
inpeairmls of rest after deliverance in Judges, Moses on
ntinedflguntineceiving the Law, Jesus tempted in th
wilderness, and many others). It seems good then to
continue the practice and pattern of 40 even withip the
IR ostAscensmn Church, and celebrate the Ascensjion

e Od t alsg prquides an e llent oppor.

agw%s uctzi,'?r/ﬁ(;i j:h?l“d en fflzndﬂthe%nev\),c %r%st?ans
remembering that while the day of resurrection is
twg?ed Sunday, every other day is likewise sanctifi
, the Word of God.

The Ascension reading also points forward to the
elebration of the Day of Pentecost (meaning 50)

ot se U onit i gseartd st

and

"2}

and
same

cant

" the resurrection, and is s ebrated In
L Vay today. In this pattern of celebrating the signifi
b Jays of the Easter season, we remember with the
whole church throughout time how God redeemeg

ople, and we walkn a sensethat same road the
disciples walked all those years ago.

f Padton Mich&hSghuaernhafins

1 His

year t ha
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Therefore encourage one another

and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

1 Thessalonians 5:11

tis hard to believe that the last month of th
school year is here. Where does the time
There are so many things that happen dur
the month of May and | know it will go eve
faster than the previous months have gone!

We have been very privileged to be able to updat
school computers in the last few weeks. Thanks
great success of our school auction, new computg
were purchased for the school computer lab and
the teachers. Some of our software has been upq
as well. Thank you to all who supported this
wonderful event!

The month of May has our students participating
variety of field days. The students in PK will be
having their field day on May 11 here on our own
playground. There will be a variety of fun activitig
all of the little ones to participate in. On May 4 ou
Kindergarteners will travel to Faith, Plano for a fie
day for all Kindergarten students. Then, the studg
in grades-6 will go to Prince of Peace in Carrollto
for their field day. Lots of fun and outdoor activity
everyone!

In addition to field days, the month of May include
many other end of the year activities. Thgra&de
will be going on their annual trip to Medieval Timg
our2dgr aders wil | be pre
Americans Wax Museumo,
presenting their end of the year band concert, ang
Kindergarten will be having theatter People Parad
It is a fun time for all of us and we especially look
forward to seeing the yearbooks during the last w

All of our students will be participating in a fun
musical presentation of Dr. Seuss and other fun s
on Thursday, May 24. We will be doing lots of gre
singing and dancing and students fror6PHrade
will be performing. It should be a great night and
are welcome to join us!

In May the church and school staff will enjoy the S
Appreciation luncheon that is given annually by th
$TL. The teachers especially enjoy the lovely lun
_Qcﬂfr school moms prepare. Not only is the food
INGonderful, but it is a lunch with adult company!
NThank you PTL!

The last day of school will be on May 25. We will
24B8in have a closing service that begins at 11:00
[Hteall are welcome to attend. We will, of course,
Fi@cognize our sixth grade class and wish them we
aHh%fy move on to seventh grade. Our thoughts ang
Iatefers will be with them all!

Our 2012 Graduates
Taylor Chaney Taylor Chevalier

na
Winston Corse  Andrew Hutchinson

Andrew Law  Audrey Stephens
s for

r Congratulations and Blessings to you all!

ld

Xl in all, it has been a super year for the students

nstaff of Our Redeemer. We truly appreciate the
foonderful support of our church members and ho
that each of you have a wonderful summer!

S Lois Frischmann
Principal
S,
senting their OFamous
the band students wil!/|
1 the
e

eek.
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Our Redeemer Lutheran School
FUN IN THE SUN

JUNE 4 - AUGUST 3, 2012
Enrollment/Registration

Fullday :7:30am - 6:00 pm ($225/wk)
PKhalfday :7:30am - 12:00 pm ($150/wk)
Ages: 3yrs. (by 9/1/2012 and fully potty trained

through those entering 3rd grade
Crafts, water play, creative dramatics, Stretch n Grow, and more!

Our Redeemer Lutheran School
7611 Park Lane
Dallas, TX 75225
orlcs.com
214 -368 -1371
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May 2 - Athanasius of Alexandria

Athanasius was born in Alexandria in Egypt in A.D. 295. He served as a church leader in a time of gj
controversy and ecclesiastical disagreements. At the Council of Nicaea in 325, he defended Christia
against the proponents of the Arian heresy, which denied the full divinity of Jesus Christ. Dwyeay his 4
tenure as bishop of Alexandria, Athanasius wrote numerous works that defended the orthodox teac

ng.

eat

n ortho
15

ing. Hi

enemies had him exiled five times; on two occasions he was almost murdered. Yet Athanasius remajned

steadfast and ended his days restored fully to his-church responsibilities. The Athanasian Creed, th
composed by Athanasius, is named in his honor because it confesses the doctrinal orthodoxy he chd
throughout his life.

May 4 - Friedrich Wyneken, Pastor and Missionary

Friedrich Wyneken is one of the founding fathers of The Lutheran-@Wissburi Synod, along with C.F.W
Walther and Wilhelm Sihler. Born in 1810 in Germany, he came to Baltimore in 1838 and shortly the
accepted a call to be the pastor of congregations in Friedheim and Fort Wayne, Indiana. Supported
Loehe's mission society, Wyneken served as an itinerant missionary in Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan,
among Native Americans. Together with Loehe and Sihler, he founded Concordia Theological Semir
in Fort Wayne, Ind. He later served as the second president of the LCMS during a period of significa
(185064). His leadership strongly influenced the confessional character of the LCMS and its commitr]
authentic Lutheran witness.

May 5- Frederick the Wise

Frederick the Wise, elector of Saxony from 1486 to 1525, was Martin Luther's sovereign in the early
Reformation. Were it not for Frederick, there might not have been a Lutheran Reformation. Born in T
1463, he became so well known for his skill in political diplomacy and his sense of justice and fairneg
was called "the Wise" by his subjects. Though he never met Luther, Frederick repeatedly protected 3
for him. In all likelihood he saved the reformer from a martyr's fate. Frederick refused the pope's den
extradite Luther to Rome for a heresy trial in 1518. When Emperor Charles V declared Luther an out
at the Diet of Worms, Frederick provided sanctuary for Luther at the Wartburg castle. On his deathbg
Frederick received the Lord's Supper in both-kindear confession of the evangelical faith.

May 7-C.F.W. Walther

Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm Walther (38T}, the father of The Lutheran Chusiglissouri Synod, served as its
first president from 1847 to 1850 and then again from 1864 to 1878. In 1839 he emigrated from Sax
Germany, with other Lutherans, who settled in Missouri. He served as pastor of several congregatiof
Louis, founded Concordia Seminary, and in 1847 was instrumental in the formation of the LCMS (the
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States). Walther worked tirelessly to pr
confessional Lutheran teaching and doctrinal agreement among all Lutherans in the United States. H
prolific writer and speaker. Among his most influential works are Church and Ministry and The Prope

Distinction between Law and Gospel.
| 2y oy dzd
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May 9-Job, Patriarch

Job was a blameless and upright man who came from Uz (Job 1:1), a land northeast of Canaan. The Book
examines the depths of his faith, which was severely tested through the sufferings God permitted. Despite t
sudden death of his ten children and the loss of all his wealth and his health, Job refused to curse God: "Na
came from my mother's womb, and naked shall | return; the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; bless
the name of the Lord" (1:21). Still, in the midst of his tribulations Job questioned the meaning and purpose ¢
suffering to the point of asserting his own righteousnes§)3ially, the Lord revealed that a man cannot
know the mysteries of God (chapterg BB Job's faith in his Redeemer and the resurrection prevailed (19:25
27). In the end the Lord restored his wealth and blessed him with another seven sons and three daughters.

May 11- Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs

Cyril (82669) and Methodius (c. 885) were brothers who came from a Greek family in Thessalonica. The
younger brother took the name "Cyril" when he became a monk in 868. After ordination, Cyril becamee librar
at the church of Holy Wisdom (Hagia Sophia) in Constantinople. In 862 the brothers were sent by th¢ empe
as missionaries to what is now the Czech republic, where they taught in the native Slavic tongue. Cyril invel
the alphabet today know today as "Cyrillic,” which provided a written language for the liturgy and Scriptures
the Slavic peoples. This use of the vernacular established an important principle for evangelical misgions.

May 21- Constantine, Emperor, and Helena, his mother

Constantine | served as Roman Emperor from A.D. 306 to 337. During his reign the persecution of Ghristiar
was forbidden by the Edict of Milan in 312, and ultimately the faith gained full imperial support. Constantine
took an active interest in the life and teachings of the churclledithe Council of Nicaea in 325 at whigh
orthodox Christianity was defined and defended. His mother, Helena324) 2&bongly influenced
Constantine. Her great interest in locating the holy sites of the Christian faith led her to become one pf the f
Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land. Her research led to the identification of Biblical locations in Jerusalem,

Bethlehem, and beyond, which are still maintained as places of worship today.

May 24- Esther

Esther is the heroine of the biblical book that bears her name. Her Jewish name was Hadassah, whigch mea
"myrtle." Her beauty, charm, and courage served her well as queen to King Ahasuerus. In that role she was
to save her people from the mass extermination that Haman, the king's chief advisor, had plahhéy (2:19

Esther's efforts to uncover the plot resulted in the hanging of Haman on the very same gallows that he had
for Mordecai, her uncle and guardian. Then the king named Mordecai minister of state in Haman's place. Tt
story is an example of how God intervenes on behalf of his people to deliver them from evil, as here throug!
Esther he preserved the Old Testament people through whom the Messiah would come.

May 25-The Venerable Bede

Bede (67-335) was the last of the early church fathers and the first to compile the history of the English
church. Born in Northumbria, Bede was given by his parents to a monastery in Northern England at the age
seven. The most learned man of his time, he was a prolific writer of history, whose careful use of soyrces
provided a model for historians in the Middle Ages. Known best for his book, The Ecclesiastical Histgry of tt
English People, he was also a profound interpreter of Scripture; his commentaries are still fresh today. His |
famous disciple, Cuthbert, reported that Bede was working on a translation of John's Gospel into English wi
death came, and that he died with the words of the Gloria Patri on his lips. He received the title "Vengrable"
within two generations of his death and is buried in Durham Cathedral as one of England's greatest s$aints.

. . Page 7
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On Saturday, March 24th, Our Redeemer hosted

Higher Things youth retreat. Higher Things is an R

of the LGMS focused on reaching the high schoo
college members of the Synod. We were blessed

have over 40 youth attend, as well as several adu

aenjoyed attending the summer Higher Things

l{armhgregation, of the Synod, and of the Church. If
tyoudre interested in g
fRedeemer ds youth group

chaperones. We were equally blessed to have RegvPBstor Schuermann.

Carl Fickenscher, a professor at the seminary in H

Wayne, teaching all wh

Law and Gospel, and about C.F.W. Walther.

Providing opportunities like these for the youth of

Redeemer, as well as other Lutheran youth in the|3
Is important! In fact, the Missouri Synod has a long: g

history of making sure that youth within the churc
well catechized in the doctrine and practice of

Christianity. Higher Things is a tremendous asset

that regard, not only assisting congregations with

retreats such as this one, but also by putting on a
conferences, in the summer, for Lutheran youth a
the country. Higher Things also publishes a maga|
four times a year that challenges and strengthens
faith of those who read it. They offer daily devotio

online (and in a downloadable book) for youth to

in cultivating an eveday prayer life. They've recen

begun posting weekly videos of pastors answerin

ort

R8anferences as well. Please pray for the youth of {

)

challenging questions submitted by youth. Higher | [

Things understands that high school and college
members of the Church need to be challenged,
encouraged, and given Gospzi food to chew on,

so that their faith might be strengthened and grow.

Thankfully, the retreat was enough of a success t

plan is, at this point, to continue offering acdae
retreat every year. An

Claire Schmidt

examination wil

Page 8

and Nathaniel Smith are preparing to be confirmed

on May 20, 2012, in the 10:45 service. The public confirmation

| take place on Saturday, May 19, at 6:00 p.m.

Members of the congregation are welcome to attend.
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blessed Eastertide to all of you. Christ is rig
The Easter season continues throughout n
of the month of May
resurrection. The songs we sing and the n
played wil/l proclaim J
that is ours. Easter continues until May 27th, whel
celebrate the festival of Pentecost.

On Thursday, May 17th, we will be celebrating an
important festival day in the church year; the
Ascension of Our Lord. We celebrate on May 17tHh
because that day is forty days after Easter and it \
forty days after His resurrection that our Lord
ascended into heaven. The service will be at 7PM
there will be a meal beforehand. The etid and
choir will be singing and ringing for this festive day
sincerely hope that you will be able to come.

Our Sunday School choir will be singing at the 10:
service on Sunday, May
the singing of a hymn and singing an anthem. We
currently working on those songs during Sunday S
opening, which takes place from @2® on Sunday
mornings in the school cafeteria. | look forward to
hearing them sing in worship again.

s5éxiso on May 20th, the chamber music organizatio
1@OLCE will present the 12th Street Clarinet Quar
cancert at ©ur Reeldemmdr at 2:30BM id thessanst
ndstti s i s a free concert
econgest 8eries at Our Redgemer.i ve Vv oi C

Relii Thursday, May 24th, Our Redeemer Lutheran
School will present the musiSaliss Son@air
children will be singing wonderful Seuss rhymes,
showcasing their dance skills, and keeping all
entertained in this engaging program.

'#his month atsde Breiarsg N
%\e;gs and adult choir to a close. Special thanks go

roups this year. You have all done a wonderful jg
‘it has been a pleasure working with you! | am eag
anticipating the next season and I look forward to
4%ontinued growth in both the size of the groups an

mugcaligxcellenge, v 51 | pe

a(F??ﬁrist is Risen!
chool

Tim Shewmaker
Director of Parish Music
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Vacation Bible

School, June 115

\» Can you volunteer? Please prayerfully consider doing so! We are in
“of teachers and helpers throughout the week of VBS. These roles v3
storytellers, crafts, decorating, snacks, games. And we also can ussg

ahead of time. If

’ “ » V’”jy N
[ i
Where Jesus LeaJG'Us Home

Our Redeemer will again host over 100 children for Vacation Bible

families, as well as other children in the commBuoityhis event cannot
happen without the help and prayers of the whole congregation.

Volunteer form or speak with Pastor Schuermann.

School It Takes the Whole Congregation!

. This is a wonderful outreach to many of our schog

you would like to help in any way, please fill out a \

Page 9
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